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Over the years, King Krishnadevaraya had won 
many wars and defeated powerful enemies. So, 
he had become rather proud of himself. 
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One day he asked Tenali Raman, “Don't you 
think I'm a great king? Not only am I wealthy 
and loved, but everybody also respects and 
fears me. There is no one above me!” 
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Raman replied, “True, your Majesty, but even your 
greatness and power can change with situations.” 


This angered the King, so Raman humbly continuec 
“I don't mean to disrespect you, but there may comi 
a time when a person may physically mistreat you, 
and you may not complain.” 
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The King turned red with anger and ordered 
Raman to prove this to him. 


“Or else I'll punish you!” he thundered. Raman 
requested for some time, and went away. 
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The King, however, soon forgot their arg ıment. Wê 


Then one day, the King, who was with his Queen, ; 
sent for Raman on some official work. Raman | 


walked in with a cute baby girl in his arms. 
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The Queen immediately started cuddling the little 
girl and playing with her. 


Even when the baby wet her dress, she just laughed, 
changed her clothes, and continued to fuss over her. 
The King, Raman and the maids all looked on, 
enjoying the scene. _ (Ra. 








Soon, the King too wanted to play with the little 
girl. As soon as he took her in his arms, the little 
one, amused with the King's moustache, began 
tugging at it. 


But the King did not mind one bit! When the 
baby drooled over the King's clothes, he simply 
wiped it off. 
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After a while, the King suddenly remembered 
why he had called Raman and felt ashamed for 
having forgotten his duty because of a baby. 


He gruffly asked Raman, “Whose child is this? 
Why have you brought her here?” 
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“She's my neighbours child,” Raman replied, 
“and I brought her here to prove my point.” 


The surprised King asked, “What point can 
you prove with this cute child?” 








“That you are not as powerful as you claimed 
to be,” answered Tenali Raman. “The baby 
just dirtied the Queen's clothes, your clothes, 
and pulled your moustache. Yet you did not 
punish her.” 














' He saw the King's embarrassment and continued. 
. *You even neglected your duty as a King because 
of the baby. Do you see how power changes with 

— Situations?" 
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King Krishnadevaraya agreed with Raman and 
thanked him for reminding him that there was 
somebody else more powerful than all - God. 
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